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He Denies Fugitive Is './nder Cuban House Arrest

LOS ANGELES TIMES

5 August 1985

Castro A¢cuses U.S. of Hounding Vesco

By WILLIAM R. LONG, Times Staff Writer

HAVANA—A famous Commu-
nist defending a fugitive capitalist?

The U.S. Department of Justice
said Friday that Vesco was under
arrest in his Havana home, con-
grmmguelevidonreponbyNBc

ews.

The Cuban lesder was asked
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Dews team of collaborating with
the and with
in its

Vesco has a since
the early 1970s, when the Securi-
ties and Exchange Commission al-
leged in a civil complaint that he
stole $382 million from mutual fund
investors. He has reportedly lived
in Cuba since 1982.

‘Had Newhere te Go’

Last February, Castro said that
he did éluot know whether Vesco
was in Cuba, adding, “but he may
be, or he may pass through here
sometime.” In Sunday’s press con-
ference, he went further.

“The first time he came here, he
didn’t have anywhere to go, be-
cause he was being persecuted like
a beast,” Castro said. “He came
here to ask for medical care, and it
was then that he was authorized to
receive this medical assistance.
hAnd if he wants to live, let him live

ere.

“If he wants medical services, we
will give him the medical services.
We don’t care about what he did in
the United States. We're not inter-
ested in the money that he has,

whether it was $100 or $500 bil-
lion—we don't care.”

Castro said Friday’s television
report on Vesco was aimed at
diverting attention from the Ha-
vana foreign debt conference. He
said the TV crew hid among bushes
EmahomewhmVe-eohlﬁdto

ve, .
“It is probable that he is living
there; I don’t know,” Castro said. “T
don't know him; I don’t know
where the person lives.

‘Hoew Did They Know That?
“Now then, how did they know
wgm%
of the intelligence reports the
ts of the Central In
ncy.
“Now they have come up with a
i, an intalligence opeion e

er with the

much about human ts.
a_man
world as if he were a beast.

i




